Open letter to Australia’s education ministers

Public release of the independent review of AERO

21 October 2026

Dear Education Ministers,

We, the undersigned education associations, respectfully request that the Education
Ministers Meeting on 2 November 2026 authorise the public release of the completed
independent KPMG review of the Australian Education Research Organisation (AERO).

Both AERO and its independent review are publicly funded. Given AERO’s national role in
informing policy and practice across education, the findings of this review carry direct
implications for the profession, including decisions about curriculum guidance, professional
learning investment, and evidence-based practice. Releasing the report would support
transparency and ensure the profession and wider community can engage with the
evidence informing decisions about AERO's future.

We recognise that redactions may be necessary where legally required to protect genuinely
confidential or personal information. Beyond this, we believe the review's findings and
recommendations should be released in full.

We respectfully ask education ministers to authorise the release of the report at the
November 2026 meeting of the Education Ministers Meeting.

Correspondence regarding this letter:

Dr John Nicholas Saunders

President, Australian Alliance of Associations in Education (AAAE)
president@aaae.edu.au
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Signatories

ACT Association for the Teaching of English
(ACTATE)

Prue Gill,
President

Prue Gill

Australian Association for Environmental Education
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National President
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Ruth Evans,
National Executive Officer
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Australian Curriculum Studies Association

Mrs Anna Ritzema,
Executive Director
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Australian Federation of Modern Language Teachers
Associations (AFMLTA)
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Dr Miyako Matsui,
President

Australian Alliance of Associations in Education (AAAE)

Dr John Nicholas Saunders,
President
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Australian Association for Research in Education

Laureate Professor Jenny Gore,
President
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Australian Council of TESOL Associations (ACTA)

Professor Chris Davison,

ACTA President
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Australian Education Union

Correna Haythorpe,
Federal President

Aoy

Australian Literacy Educators’ Association (ALEA)

Associate Professor Katina
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Signatories continued

Australian School Library Association

Martha Itzcovtiz,
u President
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Australian Teachers of Media (ATOM),
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National Vice President
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Business Educators Australasia

Debbie Perrett,
N President
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Business Educators
Australasia Inc.

Drama NSW

Stephanie Marshall, Drama
Australia Liaison Officer
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Associate Professor Emily Wilson,

Australian Science Teachers Association
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Mrs Paula Taylor,
President

Australian Teacher Education Association
Associate Professor
Amanda Gutierrez,
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Australian Teachers of Media (ATOM),

Queensland
Ms Kelsey Hall,
President
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Australian Teachers of Media (ATOM),
Western Australia
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Drama Australia

Associate Professor Jo Raphael,
President
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Scott Andrews,
President
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DramaWest
The Association of Drama Educators (WA) Inc

Drama Victoria

Mr Timothy Roach,
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Environment Education Victoria
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Vice President
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President

Independent Education Union

R Brad Hayes,
. Federal Secretary
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Queensland Branch of the Australian Association for

Environmental Education

Amanda J Botterell,

ee ” President

ental Education

«
2

)
7 Drama Australia Liaison Officer

Brooke van Aalen,
Drama Australia Liaison Officer
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Foundation for Learning and Literacy

Jo Padgham &
Professor Emerita Robyn Ewing,
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History Teachers Association Australia

Catherine Baron,
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Primary English Teaching Association Australia

Megan Edwards,
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Science Educators' Association of the ACT

Dr Martha Butron Guillen,
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